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terms. I have given elsewhere a summary of my view. " In
the written system the theorists had systematically and
throughly carried out those principles of classification, which
had been noticed by them empirically in the process of change
in the relationship system. Each generation is designated by
the same stem, vertically split into two groups of older and
younger, and then the family group is distinguished, by using
modifications of the terms, from the other groups which are
again differentiated according to their closeness to the family
group. Such logical construction has not only over-shadowed
the existence of the senior-junior classification, especially the
fact of the absence of special terms of address for the junior
class, but also mis-represented the relative working influence
of these principles. As a result of such a construction, the
literary system went too far from the actually practised systems.
Of course, the process of change in the above mentioned
direction has been greatly helped by the literary system.
However, new changes in the Chinese social organization, such
as the partial disintegration of the clan organization, the growing
importance of the mother clan, and the change of the social
status of the females, as shown in the analysis of the Wukiang
system, has resulted in a direction of change which was not
foreseen by the old theorists and is not to be found in the
codified written system. Thus, the new social change will
carry the actual practice still further from the written one."1

1 " The Problem of Chinese Relationship System," p. 148. In the above
quotatipnt the actual practised system refers to the colloquial terms while
the written system the literary terms .* A full list of literary terms can be
found either in Chen and Shryock, ** Chinese Relationship Terms,"
American Anthropologists, N.S., Vol,-34, No. 4,1932 ; or H. Y. Feng, op. cit.
Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Vol. 2, No. a, 1937.
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